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Late third or early fourth century
Greek hymn ‘Phos Hilaron’

Performance directions

Hail, gladdening Light, of his pure glory poured
Who is the immortal Father, heavenly, blest,
Holiest of Holies — Jesus Christ our Lord!

Now we are come to the sun’s hour of rest;
The lights of evening round us shine;
‘We hymn the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit divine!

Worthiest art thou at all times to be sung

With undefiled tongue,

Son of our God, giver of life, alone:

Therefore in all the world thy glories, Lord, they own.

Translated by John Keble (1792-1866)

All phrases should be sung through as indicated in the music: commas above the stave indicate points where all should breathe
simultaneously, whereas dotted ties indicate that lines should deliberately be carried through, even where the words might suggest
otherwise; some of the longer phrases will necessitate the choir to stagger their breathing.

Stephen Barker
Feast of Mary Magdelene, 2012

Hail, gladdening light was first performed during Choral Evensong in Portsmouth Cathedral on Saturday 4* August 2012



Hail, gladdening Light

Translated from the late third or early
fourth century Greek hymn ‘Phos Hilaron’ by
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